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Demand for Temporary Foreign Workers (TFW) 
in the Tourism Sector1 
 
Tourism employers received permission from Service Canada to fill over 19,000 TFW 
positions between January 1, 2008 and June 30, 2008 
 

In 2007, tourism employers received permission from Service Canada to fill approximately 18,500 TFW 
positions. By the end of the first half of 2008, the number of approved positions had already surpassed 
the total number of TFWs approved for tourism in 2007. 2 
 
It is important to note that the number of TFW positions approved by Service Canada is not equal to the 
actual number of TFWs hired by Canadian employers.3 At this time, the CTHRC does not have official 
data from Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) on the number of work permits issued for the 
tourism sector. Therefore, it is not possible to accurately determine the actual numbers of TFWs that 
were employed in tourism from January 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008.4   
 
Food and beverage services received over 60% of approved TFW positions 
  

In 2007, businesses in food and beverage services received the largest share of Labour Market Opinion 
(LMO) approvals from Service Canada (64%). This was followed by operators in accommodation (25%), 
recreation and entertainment (8%), transportation (2%), and travel services (1%).  
 

Approved TFW Positions by Industry Group, 2007
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1 Statistical data was obtained from Human Resources and Social Development Canada (HRSDC) on the number of confirmed 
Temporary Foreign Worker (TFW) positions, broken down by North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes and 
National Occupation Classification (NOC) codes for 2007, and for January 1 to June 30, 2008. The data is based on the total 
number of TFW positions requested for the 37 key tourism occupations and on Labour Market Opinion (LMO) applications 
received within the specified period and for which Service Canada issued a positive or neutral opinion (confirmed).  
It is important to note that not all TFWs require an LMO to obtain a work permit. A number of exemptions exist, including workers 
in higher-skilled positions who are covered by international agreements (e.g. GATS, NAFTA, Canada-Chile Agreement), as well 
as participants of International Youth Programs (e.g. Working Holiday, Student Work Abroad Program, etc). 
2 The time necessary to process an LMO application received from an employer may result in an application being decided in a 
different calendar year than that in which it was received.  
3 While Service Canada issues a positive or neutral LMO, the decision to issue a work permit rests with Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada (CIC). A work permit may be issued for all TFW positions requested on LMO applications given a positive or 
neutral opinion. In addition, there may be a delay between the date of confirmation and the date at which the TFW obtains a work 
permit and/or enters the country. A recent study by the Construction Sector Council for example, entitled Temporary Foreign 
Workers in the Canadian Construction Industry: An Analysis of Programs and Mechanisms, reports that TFW positions approved 
by Service Canada in 2004 and 2005 got filled 37-88% of the time.   
4 The CTHRC is currently working on obtaining this data 
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Service Canada issued the majority of LMO approvals to employers in British Columbia, 
Alberta and Ontario 
 

In 2007, and during the first half of 2008, Service Canada issued the highest number of approved TFW 
positions to tourism employers in the provinces of Alberta, British Columbia and Ontario. Tourism 
operators in Alberta received over 60% of all approved LMOs during both time periods.  
 

Top Three Provinces with the Highest Number of 
Approved TFW Positions, 2007 - 2008
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The number of TFW positions approved during the first six months of 2008 was greater than the total 
number of TFWs approved for tourism in 2007 in five regions: British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Nova Scotia and the three territories. 

 
Number of Approved TFW Positions in Regions outside of 

Alberta, British Columbia and Ontario , 2007 - 2008
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Employers in regions outside of Alberta, British Columbia and Ontario received fewer than 10% of all 
TFW positions approved for the Canadian tourism sector in 2007 and during the first half of 2008. 
 

Approved TFW positions by Region, Jan 1 - Dec 31 2007
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Service Canada issued nearly half of all LMO approvals to tourism employers in need of 
TFWs in occupations requiring on-the-job training  
 

In 2007, Service Canada issued around 50% of all LMO approvals to tourism operators seeking to fill 
jobs in occupations requiring on-the-job training and designated as skill level D under the National 
Occupational Classification (NOC) system.  
 

Approved TFW Positions by Occupatioanl Skill Level (NOC System), 2007
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Service Canada issued the largest share of LMO approvals to address tourism’s need for 
food counter attendants and kitchen helpers  
 

In 2007, Service Canada issued the majority of approved TFW positions to tourism employers seeking 
to hire food counter attendants and kitchen helpers (33%). This was followed by tourism businesses in 
need of cooks (25%) and cleaning staff (13%).  
 

Top Eight Tourism Occupations with 
Largest Shares of Approved TFW Positions, 2007 
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LMO approvals for management occupations in tourism 
 

In 2007, Service Canada issued the majority of LMO approvals for management occupations (NOC skill 
level 0) to tourism employers in need of restaurant and food service managers. In terms of regional 
distribution, tourism operators in Ontario received the largest share of all confirmed TFW positions 
(37%) issued for all tourism management occupations during that same year.  
 

Approved TFW Positions in Management Occupations 
(NOC Skill Level 0) by Region, 2007
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Note: This graph and the ones in the following pages do not include provinces and territories where 
Service Canada confirmed less than 10 TFW positions for a particular occupation. Also, some jurisdictions 
with relatively few LMO approvals were combined into a single region.  

Total # of LMO approvals for tourism management occupations in Canada = 375 
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LMO approvals for occupations requiring college education or apprenticeship training 
 

For occupations that require college education or apprenticeship training (NOC skill level B), Service 
Canada issued the majority of LMO approvals in 2007 to employers in need of cooks and program 
leaders/instructors in recreation sports. For the same year, Alberta received the majority of all LMO 
approvals (41%) issued for all positions at this occupational skill level.  

Approved TFW Positions Requring College Education or
Apprenticeship Training (NOC Skill Level B) by Region, 2007
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1226 - Conference and Event Planners

2271 - Air Pilots, Flight Engineers and Flying Instructors

5212 - Technical Occupations Related to Museums and Art
Galleries

5254 - Program Leaders and Instructors in Recreation Sports

6211 - Retail Trade Supervisors

6212 - Food Services Supervisors

6241 - Chefs

6242 - Cooks

6252 - Bakers

 
Total # of LMO approvals for tourism occupations at NOC skill level B in Canada = 7,550 
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LMO approvals for occupations requiring secondary school /occupation-specific training 
 

For occupations requiring high school education and/or occupation-specific training (NOC skill level C), 
Service Canada issued the majority of LMO approvals to employers searching for food and beverage 
servers in 2007. In terms of region, Service Canada issued the vast majority of all confirmed TFW 
positions at this occupational skill level to employers in Alberta (73%).  

Approved TFW Positions Requring Secondary School and/or 
Occupation-specific Training (NOC Skill Level C) by Region, 2007

0 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 225 250 275 300 325 350 375 400 425 450 475 500 525 550

AB

BC

ON

Territories

Atlantic

6421 - Retails Salesperson and Sales Clerks

6431 - Travel Counsellors

6434 - Ticket Agents Cargo Service Representatives and Clerks (except Airline)

6435 - Hotel Front Desk Clerks

6441 - Tour and Travel Guides

6443 - Outdoor Sport and Recreational Guides

6451 - Maîtres d'hôtel and Hosts/Hostesses

6452 - Bartenders

6453 - Food and Beverage Servers

1431 - Accounting and Related Clerks

7412 - Bus Drivers and Subway and Other Transit Operators

7413 - Taxi and Limousine Drivers and Chauffeurs

Total # of LMO approvals for tourism occupations at NOC skill level C in Canada = 1,486 
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LMO approvals for occupations requiring on-the-job training 
 

Service Canada issued the majority of approved LMOs for positions requiring on-the-job training (NOC skill level D) to tourism operators in need of 
food counter attendants and kitchen helpers. This was followed by employers searching for cleaning staff. In terms of regional distribution, 
employers in Alberta received the largest share (82%) of all LMO approvals issued for all tourism occupations at this occupational skill level.  
 

Approved TFW Positions Requiring On-the-job Training 
(NOC Skill Level D) by Region, 2007
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6611 - Cashiers

6641 - Food Counter Attendants Kitchen Helpers and Related Occupations

6661 - Light Duty Cleaners

6663 - Janitors Caretakers and Building Superintendents

6671 - Operators and Attendants in Accommodation and Travel

6672 - Other Attendants in Accommodation and Travel

Total # of LMO approvals for tourism occupations at NOC skill level D in Canada = 8,899 
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